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DRUGS, VIRUSES AND THE LAW:
New and Emerging Practices in Community-Based 
Behavioral Treatment Settings

GARY TSAI, M.D., is Medical Director and Science            
Officer for Substance Abuse Prevention and Control,               
a division of the Los Angeles County Department of       
Public Health. He is responsible for data analytics and 
clinical leadership to oversee a full spectrum of sub-
stance use disorder prevention, treatment, and recovery 
support services. He is board certified in general adult 
psychiatry and addiction medicine, and continues clini-
cal practice at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center.

 

PRESENTERS: PANEL DISCUSSION PARTICIPANTS:

RANDOLPH HOLMES, M.D., is Medical Director for L.A. 
CADA.  He is Board Certified in Family Medicine and Ad-
diction Medicine, and a staff physician at PIH Hospital, in 
Whittier, where he also maintains a private practice. Dr. 
Holmes is Chairperson of the Public Policy Committee 
for the American Society of Addiction Medicine (ASAM) 
and the California Society of Addiction Medicine (CSAM). 
He received his Bachelor’s Degree from the University of 
California and his Medical Degree from the University of 
Southern California.

DESIREE CRÈVECOEUR-MACPHAIL, Ph.D. is Director of 
Quality Assurance and Utilization Management for L.A. 
CADA. Dr. Crevecoeur-McPhail is the author of several 
papers on the effects of addiction on the brain, with-
drawal, methamphetamine use by American Indians and 
Latinos, and treatment effectiveness. She received her 
doctorate from Claremont Graduate University in social 
psychology and a master’s degree in clinical psychology 
from Pepperdine University.

NEVA CHAUPETTE, Ph.D. is a licensed psychologist with 
25+ years of experience supervising staff burdened mul-
tiple morbidities and treating patients burdened with 
those same morbidities: addiction, mental illness and 
HIV/HCV. Some of her patients are also burdened with 
the minority stressors often tied to being a member of 
the LGBT community. She employs a patient orientation 
that is egalitarian and utilizes Evidence Based Treat-
ments (EBTs) to meet patients where they are. 

 

CHIEF JEFF PIPER  has been the permanent police chief 
of the Whittier Police Department since 2011 and is a 
26-year law enforcement veteran. Chief Piper has been 
recognized for his contributions in community policing, 
directed enforcement efforts, and the development and 
implementation of mission-based policing. He holds a 
B.A. in Criminal Justice from Cal State Fullerton and a MA 
from Cal State San Bernardino.

THOMAS FREESE, Ph.D. is Director of Training for 
UCLA Integrated Substance Abuse Programs. He serves 
as Principal Investigator of the Conrad N. Hilton Foun-
dation Youth SBIRT Training and Technical Assistance 
Grant, and Director of the Pacific Southwest Addictions 
Technology Transfer Center, funded by SAMHSA. Dr. 
Freese has conducted worldwide trainings on topics 
that include implementing integrated treatment, SBIRT, 
medication-assisted treatment, methamphetamine use, 
addressing the opioid epidemic, and culturally-respon-
sive treatment for LGBTQ clients.    

MODERATOR
BILL TARKANIAN, B.A., J.D., L.A.A.D.C. is a recovering 
lawyer, and the Director of Program Development for 
L.A. CADA.  He is an advocate for marginalized popula-
tions, including the homeless, the LGBTQ, and others 
who are systems impacted.  He leads L.A. CADA’s Court 
Diversion efforts as part of the agency’s commitment 
to legal and health equity.  Bill teaches as an Adjunct at 
Azusa Pacific University’s Graduate School of Psychology 
(MFT track) and with Los Angeles Community Colleges.  

DOUGLAS HAUBERT, Esq. is a skilled and experienced 
attorney. He was elected Long Beach City Prosecutor 
in 2010, and re-elected in 2014. He is known for his in-
novative and collaborative approaches to community 
safety, and nationally recognized for his diversion pro-
grams, including a recent pilot program involving the 
Department of Mental Health and L.A. CADA, known as 
Priority Access Diversion (PAD), aimed at helping high 
frequency, non-violent, misdemeanor defendants.

JENNIFER LOPEZ, M.A. Ms. Lopez has more 
than 25 years of experience in child welfare and 
protective services for the Los Angeles Coun-
ty Department of Children and Family Services 
(DCFS).  She has held many management posi-
tions throughout the Department and is cur-
rently a Regional Administrator at the Santa Fe 
Springs office.

CINTHYA ALCARAZ, LCSW, Los Angeles County Department 
of Mental Health and Court Liaison, providing alternatives 
to incarceration. Cinthya provides staff coordination and 
services integration between the courts, the jails, and com-
munity-based treatment programs, with particular focus on 
balancing the needs of individuals and the expectations of 
the judicial system. She received her MSW from California 
State University Long Beach through the Advanced Standing
Program.
 


