
      ur world would be a very different place if not for the grace, kindness, and dedication of Alice 
 Allen.  Forty-eight years ago, together with her husband, Dr. Ethan Allen, Alice helped to found a little 
non-profit organization in Santa Fe Springs now known as Los Angeles Centers for Alcohol and Drug Abuse.  
She dreamed of addressing substance use disorders in a way that would give hope to families struggling 
with addiction.  This goal was achieved, plus much more.  Throughout the decades, Alice maintained a con-
sistent and active role with our organization up until the day she passed away on May 6, 2019.  She served as 
Secretary and member of the L.A. CADA Board of Directors, frequently attending program graduations and 
other special events, assisting with the planning and organization of fundraising activities, and bringing in 
other community organizations to provide support for the agency’s work. 

 Mrs. Allen first moved to the community when her husband arrived to open his medical practice in 
Norwalk.  She became active as a volunteer in the schools her four children attended, participating in PTA at 
all levels, providing effective leadership as President, and holding many offices and committee roles.  Alice 
was active with the Camp Fire Girls, taking her three daughters and other girls on many happy camping 
trips, including field trips to Washington, D.C.  As an active member of the Whittier First Methodist Church, 
Alice Allen participated in many efforts to raise funds for church projects and to help her local community 
through church activities.  She joined the Norwalk Women’s Club, serving as president from 1973-1975, 
raising funds for needed community projects. Alice’s contributions included youth scholarships, dental care, 
programs for seniors, and help for low-income families.  A few years ago, Mrs. Allen was honored by the Boy 
Scout Council of Whittier, receiving a “Good Scout Award” along with her husband, Dr. Ethan Allen.  
 
 For all she did and all she was, the staff and clients of L.A. CADA will remember Alice as someone 
who always made sure everyone felt comfortable.  Her presence within our agency added warmth and care 
everywhere she went (with a strong dose of professional advice about parliamentary procedure whenev-
er needed).  Through the years, as L.A. CADA grew from a small storefront operation to a well-respected, 
multi-million-dollar behavioral healthcare agency, we have always known that our success would not have 
been possible without the steady support and guidance of Alice Allen.  She is well known in the community 
and appreciated by all who have ever come in contact with her.  Alice Allen showed us all what a life well-
lived looks like, and she will never be forgotten. 

In Memoriam
L.A. CADA Founding Member,

 Mrs. Alice Allen
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